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CONPIDENTIAL DURBAN 0661 

HW REPEAT OP DURBAN 0661, DATED 030900Z OCT 77 SENT ACTION 
PRETORIA, BEING REPEATED FOR ACTION SECSTATE AND INEO 
ALL OTHERS 
QUOTE 

CONPIDENTIAL DURBAN 0661 

EO 1 1652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SP 

SUBJ: HAPPEJEE DEATH IN DETENTION CASE. PAMILY GIVES 
PHOTOGRAPHS TO CONGEN 

REF: A. DURBAN 526, B. DURBAN 540 C. 76 DURBAN 561 

1 . SUMMARY: YUSUF HAFFEJEE, BROTHER OP DURBAN DENTIST HOOSEN 
HAPFEJEE WHO DIED IN DETENTION AUGUST 4, (REF A) HAS GIVEN US 
PHOTOGRAPHS OP BODY, LETTER ADDRESSED TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG, AND 
PURTHER DETAILS ON BROTHER'S ACTIVITIES BEFORE DEATH AND POLICE 
ACTIONS ALTER DEATH. PHOTOGRAPHS AND LETTER BEING SENT TO 
DEPARTMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. YUSUP HAPPEJEE, BROTHER OP A DURBAN DENTIST HOOSEN HAPPEJEE 
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WHO DIED IN DETENTION AUGUST 4 ALTER BEING ARRESTED PREVIOUS 
DAY UNDER THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURES ACT ON A PENDING CHARGE UNDER 
THE TERRORISM ACT (REP A), GAVE CONOPF SEPTEMBER 29 SERIES 
OP EIGHTEEN COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OP BODY, A LETTER TO AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG, AND FURTHER INPORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OP HIS 
BROTHER AND POLICE BEPORE AND ALTER DEATH. HE REQUESTED THAT 
THE POST-AUTOPSY PHOTOGRAPHS, WHICH ALLEGEDLY WERE TAKEN 
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APPROXIMATELY TWELVE HOURS AETER DEATH AND WHICH SHOW CON- 
SIDERABLE NUMBER OE BRUISES AND ABRASIONS OVER ENTIRE BODY 
(REE B), BE EORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION. 
HAFEEJEE SAID HE WAS NEITHER ABLE TO HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS 
PUBLISHED IN SOUTH AERICA NOR IN A FINANCIAL POSITION TO 
INSTITUTE A PRIVATE SUIT AGAINST THE S.A. POLICE ON CHARGES 
OF ASSAULT IN THE EVENT THE INQUEST (WHICH WILL PROBABLY NOT 
BE HELD BEEORE NOVEMBER) ABSOLVES THE POLICE OE BLAME AND 
DECLARES SUICIDE TO BE THE CAUSE OF DEATH. HE SAID HE HAD COME 
TO THE CONGEN TO REQUEST THAT WE USE WHATEVER MEANS WE HAD 
AVAILABLE TO PUBLICIZE THE CASE, INCLUDING PUBLISHING OP 
PHOTOGRAPHS .WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN IF PHOTOS ARE OF HOOSEN OR 
IF THEY HAVE BEEN RETOUCHED, BUT AFTER CONVERSATIONS WITH 
YUSUP WE BELIEVE HE IS SINCERE AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT 
HIS STORY. 

3. HAFFEJEE HAD ORIGINALLY CALLED CONGEN DURING AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG'S LATEST VISIT REQUESTING APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS CASE, 

AND WAS TOLD TO VISIT CONGEN AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. DURING 
DISCUSSIONS SEPTEMBER 28 HE ALSO GAVE CONOFF AN UNSEALED 
ENVELOPE CONTAINING LETTER TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG ABOUT CASE. 
TEXT OP LETTER, WHICH IS BEING EORWARDED WITH PHOTOS TO 
DEPARTMENT, POLLOWS: 

QUOTE DEAR AMBASSADOR YOUNG, 
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ON 3RD AUGUST 1977, MY YOUNGEST BROTHER, DR. HOOSEN MIA 
HAFEEJEE, ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED SUICIDE BY HANGING HIMSELF 
WITH HIS TROUSERS TIED TO A BAR ON THE CELL DOOR, THE BAR BEING 
APPROXIMATELY FOUR AND ONE HALF FEET TO PIVE FEET FROM THE FLOOR. 
TO US MUSLIMS SUICIDE IS THE MOST ABHORRANT FORM OF DEATH, 

HENCE MY DOUBT ON THE TRUTH OP THE POLICE ALLEGATION. UPON 
SEEING THE LARGE NUMBER OF BRUISES AND ABRASIONS (TORTURE MARKS) 
ON THE BODY, MY DOUBT WAS CONPIRMED, AND I AM CERTAIN THAT AFTER 
YOU EXAMINE THE ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE BODY, YOU ALSO 
WILL BE CONVINCED OF THE FACT THAT MY BROTHER WAS BRUTALLY 
TORTURED WHILE IN POLICE CUSTODY. OUR CALLS FOR A JUDICAL 
COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO DEATHS IN DETENTION HAVE FALLEN ON 
DEAP EARS. BESIDES BEING VOTE-LESS, WE ARE SUBJECTED TO 
SECURITY POLICE HARASSMENT AND INTIMIDATION, AND EVEN TO THREATS 
OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE IF WE CONTINUE TRYING TO SOLVE THE MYSTERY 
SURROUNDING MY BROTHERS DETENTION AND DEATH. 

I AM THEREFORE APPEALING TO YOU FOR HELP. YOUR SUPPORT, AND 
THE SUPPORT OF OTHER INFLUENTIAL PERSONS, WILL GREATLY HELP 
THE CAUSE OF JUSTICE: IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT NOTHING SHORT OF 
A JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY WILL BE ABLE TO SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY THAT SURROUNDS ALL DEATHS IN DETENTION. BESIDES 
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ASKING MEMBERS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT EOR SUPPORT, THE SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE WILL BE WELCOMED. 
TO DATE NO INQUEST DATE HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED. THE POLICE STATE 
THAT THEY ARE STILL INVESTIGATING THE CASE AND PREPARING THE 
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. AS SUCH, THE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE SUB-JUDICE 
IN SOUTH AERICA, AND CANNOT BE EXHIBITED TO THE PUBLIC. I 
EXPECT THAT THIS WILL NOT AEEECT ANY SUPPORT OUTSIDE SOUTH AERICA. 

TO PEOPLE LIKE US IN SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS ENCOURAGING TO KNOW 
THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE LIKE YOU WHO CARE EOR US. YOURS SINCERELY, 
YUSUF M. HAFFEIEE UNQUOTE. 

4. AS REGARDS CASE ITSELE, HAEFEJEE DESCRIBED EVENTS OF 
AUGUST 3-5 IN DETAIL EOR CONOEF, ALLEGING CONSIDERABLE NUMBER 
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OE DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN POLICE VERSION (AS PUBLISHED IN LOCAL 
PRESS) AND EACTS AS HE SAW THEM, E.G. I) POLICE CLAIM HOOSEN 
HAEFEJEE WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AT MIDNIGHT AUGUST 4 AND WAS 
EOUND DEAD FOUR HOURS LATER- YUSUF HAFFEJEE STATES NEIGHBORS 
HEARD HOOSEN LEAVE EOR WORK MORNING OE AUGUST 3, BUT HE DID 
NOT COME TO WORK THAT DAY, NOR DID HE KEEP A DINNER ENGAGEMENT 
WITH A RELATIVE EOR THAT NIGHT; 2) ONE POLICE OFEICIAL TOLD 
YUSUF THAT HOOSEN WAS FOUND HANGING FROM CELL BARS, ANOTHER 
OEFICIAL SAID HE WAS HANGING FROM CELL DOOR KNOB-YUSUE, WHO 
VISITED CELL HOURS AETER DEATH, SAID BARS WERE 4 1/2-5 EEET 
EROM GROUND, AND HIS BROTHER WAS OVER 6 EEET TALL, THUS 
MAKING IT ONLY POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO COMMIT SUICIDE THROUGH 
COMPLEX CONTORTION; 3) ALTHOUGH STATE PATHOLOGIST TOLD 
PRESS DEATH WAS "CONSISTENT WITH HANGING" (IMPLYING SUICIDE), 

YUSUF TOLD CONOFF PATHOLOGIST HAD TOLD HIM KNOTS ON NOOSE 
(MADE OF HOOSEN'S PANTS) WERE SO TIGHT HE (PATHOLOGIST) COULD 
NOT LOOSEN THEM, IMPLYING MORE THAN ONE PERSON WOULD HAVE 
HAD TO TIE THEM-EURTHER, THAT MUSLIMS ARE EORBIDDEN BY KORAN 
TO COMMIT SUICIDE AND THERE ARE VERY EEW RECORDED CASES AMONG 
MUSLIMS IN SOUTH AERICA. 

5. WE REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT INFORM THE EMBASSY AND US 
IN ADVANCE OE ANY PUBLIC ACTIONS IT INTENDS TO TAKE IN THIS 
MATTER SO WE MAY FOREWARN HAEFEJEE. 

6. THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN CLEARED BY EMBASSY PRETORIA. 

EUGIT 

UNQUOTE 

EUGIT 
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